atement of: James 




mell, Jr 
1 Security || 
Borne Telephone: 
Occupation: U.S. Army 





This is 

DOS; 

Home" 

Education: 2 yrs college 
Employed by: Address : 
Work Telephone: 

ftext of kin/ emergency: 
Telephone: #Same 
Address: Same Employed by: 
Business Address : Work Telephone : 

2£? ^atement^is being taken at the Homicide Office, 201 Poplar^ 
Room- 11-21 on February 13, 1997 at 1:17 P.M.. *°piar, 
Statement made to: Sgt. r.f. Wilkinson 9243 * Sgt. J. Betting 

Typed by: B.C. Flowers, 2777 

Sl£wS*1& T ZitH V L t0 th t Kipping of MCCI um 

^ch^^V'^ * » THK KSMraXS^W, 605O MACON COVE and 

which is filed under MPD File # 970202356. ww,ana 

Q; 

A: 



A; 



Qt 
A: 



Qt 
A: 

A: 

Qt 
A: 



T"Zl e i n r fJ OU . J*™* ly assigned with the U.S. Army? 
BraTO^HC t0 Schofi * ld Hawaii fr^Fort 

S tfth^L^K^? 3 ^ £' \ 9 * 7 ' did i^ve an occasion to 
!L wL-f? In 2 " otel i € °50 Macon Cove? 
raiS? 1> 30 and 2:30 in the morning (Saturday , 

Bow are you judging the time? 

From^when the movie, Jerry McGuire let out on Winchester 

type of vehicle were you drivina? 
W89 Ford Tarus, SHO ttiaroon.S 9 

SSs^inf ? detail What * f arriving at the 

•^K^. ?! ? car ' x ^ticed a man to my left behind a car 

KraseSsKTS -'BSC 

i?hin . 5 first, I followed him into the lobby 

I then walked towards the clerk's window. At that ooin^ t 

^^TV*^? 1 *? th * the mai that S followed in 

the hotel,, their knuckles were bleeding? stowed in 

towa^ds r the h ^^* ded ^ p l?£ moa * y the window 

clark h» JSSlx , The J othtt f MB we talking to the 

inebriated. The door to the main lobby 
°5S' *?f 1. turned around and walked out. Got in rev 
told B i* ie ' "Something was wrong i^ide? and w 
should go somewhere else.- A A^i I left the parking^ot 
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Q: What type of money or currency was the man on the inside 

handing through the window? 
A: Both coins and dollar bills. 

Q; What made you turn and leave after deciding something was 
wrong? 

A: Because both men were bleeding, the door to the night 
clerk's office was open. The man was drunk, and just 
intuition, I guess* 

Q: About how long were you inside the motel? 
A: Hot more than 5 minutes. 

Q: While in the motel, did you at any time ever see a female? 
A; No. 

Qi While in the motel, did you ever see any blood other than on 

the male's hands? 
A: No. 

Q: Describe the male/white that you followed into the motel? 

A: M/W, mid-20' s, &'€»,. 150 lbs,, mustache, neck-length, light 

red hair, freckles on his left forearm, orange and white ~r t 

baseball cap, white t-shirt with torn left sleeve? Mile ' 

jeans, tennis shoes I believe, wrietwatch on the left arm. M*g r.._, 

Qi Were both of this male's hands bleeding or just one? ff *+$t Vjjj 

A: Right, is what I saw. 

Qi Could you tell how bad of injury this male had to his hand? 

As It looked as though he would need stitches. 

Qt Describe the male that you referred to as the clerk? 

As White/male, mid-30'*, 5'7», 160 lbs., collar length brown 
hair, thin mustache, dark blue jacket, I'd say black ** 
collared shirt under the jacket {jacket was buttoned all the 
way up to the second button) , he was bleeding from the 
knuckles on his left hand, kind of pale skin tone. 

Qt Can you identify these two (2) males if shown a picture? 
A: I got a very good look at the clerk from the front. The 
other individual in the lobby, from the side. 

Q: Can you describe the car that had the trunk open the male 
came from? 

A: Between my car and his car, I believe it was a mini -van type 
vehicle. 2 can describe the rear portion of the car as 
gray, 4-door, compact, Honda -civic type sedan, 4-door. 

Q t What kind of lighting was in the parking lot? 
A? The only thing that was lit was the light from under the eve 
of the building. 

Q: What would you consider the lighting conditions? 

A: I'd say good, I was able t© see what color hair he had. 
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Q: How close to the night entrance did you park? 

A; Three (3) spaces to the left as you face the building. 

Q: Did the female companion, Dixie Roberts, go in with you in 

the motel? 
A: Ho, she stayed in the car. 

Qs Did you notice any other persons in the parking lot or in 

the lobby of the motel? 
A: Ho, 

Q: Were the two *(2> males still in the motel when you left? 
A: Yes. 

0: How did you learn of this kidnapping incident? 

A: At first, I casually heard about it on television. Then a 

friend of mine brought it to my attention through a 

newspaper article. 

Qt When did you first learn of the kidnapping? 
As Wednesday morning, 12th of February. 

fti After learning of the kidnapping, did you contact Sgt . 

Sbemwell of the Homicide Bureau? 
At After ascertaining that I was in that motel at the probable 

time of the crime, I called Sgt. shemwell Wednesday night, 

about 10:30. 

Qt Is there anything else you care to add to this statement 

that will aid us in our investigation? 
As No. 

Qt Can you read and write without the aid of eyeglasses? 
A* Yes. 



A JAI^S M. DARNEL 




JR. 



DATE/TIME 



A -332 



RimmerDA Fite:2d0418B 



